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prison, prostrated on his face, and the extremities of his.
body having been fixed to the ground by means of iron
nails, a block of marble was placed on his back. When
the night set in, God the Most High and Glorious sent an
angel to Jarjis, to adorn him with the diadem of prophecy,,
and to convey to him the following message: ' By God, who
is longsuffering and thankful, thou art commanded to be
longsuffering and thankful. The Most High says: For
seven years We shall surrender thee to the grasp of the
professors of infidelity and wickedness; and Our decree is
that they shall four times attempt to slay thee, but every
time thou wilt again be resuscitated to life by My omnipo-
tence, and wilt after the fifth attempt be translated to the
regions of paradise. Be of good cheer, because in all cir-
cumstances My favour will accompany thee/

At daybreak Jarjis suddenly made his appearance in the
king's palace, and the tyrant asked: ' Who has released
thee from prison ?' The pious man replied: ' The sove-
reign whose power is greater than that of all kings/ At
this answer the infidel became so angry that he ordered
Jarjis to be placed on his head [upside down] and cut in
twain. The [two] pieces were thrown into a den tenanted
by lions, who, however, by Divine inspiration did not allow
the pieces to fall to the ground, but submissively received
them upon their backs. Then the eternal Lord sent an
angel, who spoke as follows: ' Thus saith the Lord
Almighty: I have granted thee a new life by a miracle,
the like of which no ear has ever heard of, nor eye be-
held/

The next day the king held a great festival of rejoicing*
sat in the assembly of his favourite courtiers, praised Afliin,
said that no God was stronger than him, and asked:
* Where is Jarjis, who had threatened us with the thing he
was adoring ? All of a sudden, however, Jarjis raised his
head in the midst of the assembly, whereat the king and
Ms grandees became much amazed, and said: * This man
greatly resembles Jarjis!' The latter replied: ' I am
Jarjis, God the Most High has resuscitated me after being